Welcome to the latest issue of Business & Work in Huron County. Employment counsellors, business
advisors, and adult education teachers have expressed the need for information on the local labour market
asaresourcefor their clients. Thisnewsletter isacollaborative effort between The Centre for Employment
and Learning of the Avon Maitland District School Board, Service Canada and the Huron Business
Development Corporation.
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Business and Work in Huron County - February 2010

Business News and Notes

BusinessNewsand Notesiscompiled from areview of articlesin Huron County’scommunity newspapersona
monthly basis.

>

New chair of the Goderich BI A, Michael Strickland, isprepared to focus on economic devel opment by
refreshing their strategic plan, devel opedin 2005. Oneof themain goalswill be checkinginto the potential
theatre build/expansion that isbeing considered for downtown Goderich. Other projectsthat will betackled by
theBIA includetheir banner project, the changing of current by-law devel opment projects, the BIA website, the
development and enhancement of festivalsand markets, and WiFi in thedowntown.

At therequest of Greenfield Ethanol, apublic meeting was held to explain what is happening with plansfor the
ethanol plantin Hensdl. Accordingto Ken Fied, Greenfield Chairman, theglobd financia crisswhich has
stopped Canadian banksfrom giving out large business|oans has been cited asthereason for the new plant not
being built yet. Inlate2008, Greenfield was called to Bay Street and told they would not be getting the $150
loanto buildthe plant. Therearestill plansto build the plant but asto when it will happen, Field wasnot ableto
answer that question from the group.

After recovering from afirethat destroyed the Salvation Army Thrift Soreand homeof the SalvationArmy’s
Clinton Branch Family Servicesin Clinton, thefamily servicesand food bank havere-opened in atemporary
gpot - 43Albert Street. Located intheformer My Fair Lady location, volunteer staff are now ableto serveits
1,500 strong client base. Now that these servicesare up and running again, thetask of finding anew location
for the Thrift Storeisontheagenda.

Par alegal Heather Cassidy will now share office spacewithWilliam R. Kennedy Law Officein Grand Bend.
After acar accident that | eft Cassidy with healthissuesrequiring achange of career, she studied to becomea
paralegal. Paralegalsprovidelega expertiseandimpartial lega adviceat affordablerates.

On January 18, 2010 MPP Carol Mitchell was appointed asOntario’snew Minister of Agriculture, Food
and Rural Affair sin awide-ranging cabinet shuffle by the M cGuinty Government. Mitchell succeeds outgoing
Agriculture Minister LeonaDombrowsky. Mitchell hasa so chaired the Ontario Liberal Caucusandwasa
parliamentary assistant to various

Minigers.

The Service Ontario office in Goderich has expanded its hours
On February 5, 2010 thefirst and is now open from Monday to Friday, 8:30am to 5:00pm.
Annual Huron Cultural Awards Goderich and area residents now receive service for their
were presented at the Blyth health cards, driver’s licences, and vehicle identification plates.
Memorid Hdl. TheCulturd The Goderich office is located at 38 North Street.
Event/Organization award went to
the Huron Pioneer Thresher and

Hobby Association. TheIndividua Artist award went to Robert Tetu, awell known potter. The Community
Contribution Award went to Pamela Stanley in recognition for her support and promotion of heritageand
culturein Huron. TheHeritage Individual/Organization Award went to Ken Cardno for hiswork in preserving
the Cardno MusicHall in Seaforth. All winnerswere presented aframed original oil painting by Elizabeth Van
Den Broeck of Elizabeth’sArt Gallery in Goderich, along withtheir award.

Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh could see another 100-150 wind turbines erected if Capital Power’s
Kingsbridgell Project becomesareality. Now under the banner Capital Power, the project istaking shape

aspublic consultationsare set to placein March. For moreinformation call 519.524.2760.
Continued on Page 3...




Page 3

Business & Work in Huron County - February 2010

Business News and Notes continued from Page 2...

>

Anil, Sushil andAjai Nakhwal hastaken over ownership and opeartion of theHensall Shell GasBar and
Restaurant. TheNakhwal brotherstook over the businessin December 2009 from the Erb family. They
previousy operated agas station businessinAilsaCraigfor 12 yearsand onein Arkonafor 8 years. The

brothersarehopingto eventualy renametherestaurant “ AJRestaurant” .

April Armstrong hasopened Armstrong’sAlliance M ortgage Group onthe Main Street of Exeter.
Armstrong isalicenced mortage broker who will work with lending insitutionsto securethe best mortgage
solutionsfor her customers. Her servicesarefreeto customerswith thelending ingtitution providing afeeoncea
mortageissecured. Armstrong aso offersfinancia planning assistance.

A revised edition of Hensall’sdraft Community | mprovement Plan hasbeen presented to Bluewater
Council. Therevised document includesavast array of projectsthat could be spearheaded on both privateand
publiclands. Part of the proposal, as noted by consultant Glenn Tunnock, isfor themunicipality to offer awide
array of funding programsincluding grantsor loansto jump start projects. A second public meeting will beheld
inthefuturebeforeafina draft of the Community Improvement Planrollsout.

The Sifto Salt Minein Goderich hastemporarily laid off 80 workers. Thelay off comesabout assalt storage
Isat capacity around the Gresat Lakesregion, along with aJanuary warm spell. The80 employees, representing
approximately 20% of the mine'semployeeswereissued the temporary notices, but the company expects
employment levelsto return to normal inthe second quarter of the operation.

InJanuary an | cecultur eteam of 7 returned from Indiawherethey spent 12 daysinstalling thefirsticeloungein
the country inashopping complex inNew Delhi. Josh Hummel, Adam Steffler, and Gerald Mason played a
pivota rolein getting theiceto whereit needed to be. I1ceLounge New Delhi asitisknown, opened on
February 5, 2010 and isexpected to bethefirst of several loungesto be built around the country - the next stop
iIsMumbai.

Theinitial stagesof theBrussels An information session on an upcoming Food Services
Business Retention and Worker Course will be held on March 4, 2010 at the Huron
Expansion Proj ect are undwerway East Health Centre (32B Centennial Drive) starting at
withthefirst round of interviews 6:30pm. For more information, or to register for this
with businesses in and around session, contact Barb Carriere, Georgian College, Owen
Brusselstaking place. Huron East Sound Campus - 519.376.0840, ext. 2021, or
Economic Devel opment Officer Jan bcarriere@georgianc.on.ca

Hawley hopesto have over 50
interviewsdoneinthecoming
months. Nancy Ross, retired
economic devel opment specidist will be hel ping Hawley with theinterviewsand asaresult, havethe beginnings
of asolid gtrategic planfor thespring. For moreinformation on thisproject call Hawley at 519.527.0160.

A recent Rurd Economic Development Grant inthe amount of $150,000 will give Exeter’sdowntown corea
bigfinancid boost. Thefundingwill be used for downtown economic revitalizati on activitiessuch asthe hiring of
aco-ordinator/devel oper tolook at existing concernsfrom the bus nesscommunity and look at new
opportunitiesfor Exeter. Thisprocesshasa ready begun asabranding project, acustomer origin survey, and
the Busi ness Retention and Expansion Study areall well underway.

Continued on Page 7...
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Employment Services Huron County

*  TheEmployment Services Huron County statisticsbel ow aretracked on amonthly basisand are contributed by
The Centre For Employment & Learning and HBDC Employment Services.

* Inchart 1, the number of new clients case managed acrossthefive sitesincreased by 6% when comparing
month-over-month. Conversaly, the number of client case closuresdueto clientsfinding employment decreased
by 11% during the sametime period, whilethe number of client case closuresdueto other reasonsremained the
same- 14. When comparing year-over-year, the number of new clients case managed and client case closures
dueto clientsfinding employment, both decreased - 54% and 11% respectively. The number of client case
closuresdueto other reasonsincreased by 17%.

* Inchart 2, weseeincreasesin thetotal number of in-person client visitsacrossthefive sitesincrease, when
comparing both month-over-month and year-over-year - 15% and 27% respectively.
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(Information contributed by: Wendy Cornish, Exeter Centre For Employment & Learning &
Deb WIliamson, HBDC Employment Services Assistant.)
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Employment Services Huron County Continued fromPage4...

* Inchart 3, weseeanincreaseintota caseload numbers acrossthefive siteswhen comparing both year-over-
year and month-over-month - 20 or 3%, and 16 or 3% respectively.

Employment Services Huron County - Combined Caseload Number - 5 Sites
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Huron County Ontario Works
* Thetota Ontario Works casel oad number for January 2010 was546. Thisisa5% increase from the month of

December (518).

 When comparing year-over-year we see an increase of 63 or 13%.
Huron County Ontario Works Caseload
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(Information contributed by: Janet Priebe, Huron County Ontario Works.)
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Huron County Advertised Job Vacancies - January 2010

e InChart 1, when comparing month-over-month, we seeincreasesin four of the occupational categories, three
with decreases, and threeremaining the same. Themost notableincreasetook placeinthe Salesand Service
category - 9 or 113%.

* InChart 2, when comparing year-over-year, we seeincreasesin four of the occupational categoriesagain, while
six saw decreases. The most notableincreasetook placein the Education/Gov’t/Socia Science category - 4 or

400%.
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Business News and Notes Continued from Page 3.

>

Bed and Breakfast ownersof the MacGougan Manor in Seaforth, Jamie Rogers and John MacGougan arethe new
dealer/operatorsof theMac' sMilk store. Rogersand MacGougan are busy operating both businessesand are
focusing ontheir customer serviceaspect. Cateringisalso offered through MacGougan Manor.

Theformer Darling's Grocery Storein Exeter will bethesitefor the new Dollar ma Soreinthe spring of thisyear.
Renovationsaretaking placewhich includenew flooring, cellingtiles, paint and lighting, followed by exterior work
such aspaving the parking lot and making the outside of the building ook likeaDollarama. Thisdiscount retaileris
headquartered in Montreal and has 600 stores across Canada.

HealthKick anditsassociates have many 2010 programsthat arewell underway. The Rural Healthcare Work
Experience Program has 18 jobs availablein various hedthcare areas. A Food ServicesWorker Programisbeing
plannedto start April 14, 2010. Aninformation session for the Registered Pharmacy Technician Programwasheld
February 18, 2010. The MedQuest Camp isgearing up for 2010 —thiswill bethefourth year running for this
program. For moreinformation on any of these programsvisit www.heal thkickhuron.ca

PartnersPaint and Paper, aBenjamin Moore paint supplier and decorating supply retailer hasopeneditsdoorsin
Clinton. Located onthe Main Street, Partnersal so haslocationsin Exeter, Seaforth and St. Marys. Partnersoffers
freein-home colour consultationsaswell.

The Goderich and District Chamber of Commerce 2010 Spirit of SuccessAwar dsbrought about 175 people out
to the Goderich Legion on January 29, 2010. Businessof theYear and the HuroniaRetail Award went to Edward
Fuels. Accountant Ryan Shelton wasawarded the Richard Lehnen Young Entrepreneur Award. Stephanie Ormeno
took homethe HSBEC New BusinessAward and 104.9 The Beach, based out of Goderich, received the Capital
Power Community Spirit Award. For moreinformation onthe awards or other Chamber programsvisit
www.goderichchamber.ca

TheTasteof Huron Culinary event held in August 2009, was recently awarded the top honour inthe Best New
Event of 2009 category at the Ontario Economic Devel opment Awards. Taste of Huron was one of over 103
entriesfor thisparticular category. Taste of Huron hasa so been nominated for the Premier’sAward for Agri-Food
Innovation Excellence which hasagrand prize of $50,000 and 55 regional prizesof $5,000. For moreinformation
onlast year’sand thisyear’ supcoming Taste of Huron event visit www.tasteofhuron.ca

Blyth native Erin Bolger recently made asuccessful pitch on CBC's The Dragon’sDenthat will allow her totravel
across Canadain order to promote her self-published book The Happy Baker: A Date'sGuideto Emotional
Eating. Bolger’'sbook hasalso earned her the Gourmand Dessert Cookbook World Award —English Edition.
DragonArlene Dickinson hasagreed to turn over $25,000 worth of promotion time, $20,000inAir Miles points,
and $5,000 cash so Bolger can attempt to make her dream of selling 300,000 books cometrue.

At the Canadian Manufacturersand Exporters (CME) “Roadmap to Recovery” Summit in Ottawaon February 1,
2010 HensdlI's I ceculturel nc. was awarded the EDC Canadian Innovation Award — Global Businessof the Year
title. lceculture Founder Julian Bayley creditsthelcecultureteam/staff in playing apivotal roleinachievingthis

recognition.

For the second year in arow, Spar ling’sPropane of Blyth hasbeen named one of the Top 50 Best Small and
Medium Employersin Canada. Sparling’shasbeen ranked thirty-fifth, the sameranking aslast year. Itisthe
second largest propane company in Ontario and provides propane and guaranteed customer servicesfrom regional
facilitiesin southern and centra Ontario. Continued on Page 8...
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Business News and Notes Continued fromPage7...

» Goderich’'sMayor Deb Shewfelt spoke of doctor recruitment, the expanding of Goderich’sport, and tryingto
foster entrepreneurial spirit at hisrecent View tothe FutureM ayor al Addresson February 10, 2010. With
regardsto doctor recruitment, Goderich will continueto seek out health professionasand tacklethe orphan
patient list. Theexpanding of Goderich’sport isan estimated $48 million project that would seethe replacement
of thebreskwall and piersin additionto thereclaimation.

> A new marketing campai gn encouraging Huron County residentsto “think loca first” will beusingthetagline“My
History, My Future, My Huron”. Thecampaignwill includea$10 Walton-made canvasbag which will
providediscountswhen shoppersbringit to participating busi nessesand municipal offices. Huron County
businesseswho pay $50 will receive ashopping bag, a“think locd first” window cling, gift tags, thank you cards,
stickers, posters, and fact sheetsto hand out to customers and promotethe campaign. For moreinformationon
thisprogram call 519.524.8394, ext. 3.

» Continul T isanew company in Huron County that offers networking, computer repairsand troubleshooting.
Formed ontheremainsof CB Data Systemsof Benmiller, Continul T bringstogether threeexperienced IT
professionas—Adam RossHill, ChrisBaxter, and Scott Armstrong. Thebusinessiscurrently located out of
Benmiller on FallsReserveLine, but islooking for anew potentia location.

Huron Business Centre Coming Events - March 2010

Title of Seminar/Workshop Date and Time Place
March 03, 2010 .
Resume Workshap 9:00am - 4:00pm Huron Business Centre
, March 10, 2010 :
Interview Workshop 9:00am - 4:00pm Huron Business Centre
Starting Point March 11, 2010 :
9:30am - 1:00pm Huron Business Centre
HBDC's "Business By Design” March 26, 2010 o inton centrefor
Workshop 10:00am — 3:30pm oy 9

(60 Mary Street)

For moreloca coming eventsiworkshopsvisit:

www.thecentreforemploymentandlearning.ca/employment/calendar.html
www.huroncounty.ca/eventcal/

Questions or comments? Please contact us:
Lisa Harper
Project Administrator

Huron Business Development Corp.
Phone: 519.527.0305, ext. 25
Email: lharper@smallbusinesshuron.ca




